


















































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming Upstream 
By Phonsie Bates 

   Ten Ways to Conserve Water 

1. When washing dishes by hand, don’t let the water run. Use one basin for wash water & another for rinse water or, if possible, use a 
dishwasher.  They typically use less water than washing dishes by hand. 

2. If you accidentally drop ice cubes, don’t throw them away in the sink. Place them in a house plant instead. 

3. Have a plumber re-route your grey water to trees and plants rather than the sewer line. 

4. Time your shower to keep it under 5 minutes. You’ll save up to 1,000 gallons per month. 

5. Turn off the water while you brush your teeth and save up to 4 gallons a minute. That’s up to 100 gallons a week for a family of four. 

6. Use a commercial car wash that recycles water or wash your car on the lawn and you’ll water your grass at the same time. 

7. Wash your pets outdoors in an area that needs water. 

8. Scrape dishes rather than rinsing them before washing. 

9. Collect the water you use while rinsing fruits and vegetables and use it to water house plants. 

10. Washing dark clothes in cold water saves water and energy and helps your clothes retain their color. 
 

For more information, you can access the City of Modesto Water Conservation page at http://www.modestogov.com/water/conservation/ 

or contact the Water Conservation Program at 209-342-2246. 
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